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Many parents and teachers have concerns for their children’s speech sounds.  Below are “developmental norms” that speech-language pathologists use as a guide to determine whether or not a child’s articualtion, or sound production, is age appropriate.   

Based on federal and state regulations, in order for a student to be considered for articulation intervention in North Carolina’s public schools, a child must demonstrate “two or more phonemic errors not expected at the student’s current age or developmental level”.  

In addition, it needs to be determined that the child’s speech errors  “have a negative impact on academic, social, and/or vocational functioning”. 

Please take this information into account when referring a child to Special Education for a speech-language evaluation.

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.  My contact information is below.

Thank you,

Linda Schad

Linda Tufano-Schad, MA, CCC/SLP

Speech-language Pathologist

Direct line:  (919) 562-6191

Email:  ltufano-schad@wcpss.net
Age Ranges of Normal Consonant Development1
	Age Level
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Average age estimates and upper age limits of customary consonant production.. The solid bar corresponding to each sound starts at the median age of customary articulation; it stops at age level at which 90% of all children are producing the sound (data from Templin, 1957; Wellman et al., 1931). From E. Sander (1972), “When Are Speech Sounds Learned? Journal of Speech and Hearing Disorders, 37, 55-63.

1Assessment in Speech-Language Pathology CD ROM. Copyright © 1998 by Singular Publishing Group.
Sound Development Chart—Males

Listed below are the recommended ages of acquisition for phonemes and clusters, based generally on the age at which 90% of the children correctly produced that sound. These recommended ages are for phonetic acquisition only.
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Source:
Iowa-Nebraska Articulation Norms
Sound Development Chart—Females

Listed below are the recommended ages of acquisition for phonemes and clusters, based generally on the age at which 90% of the children correctly produced that sound. These recommended ages are for phonetic acquisition only.
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