Wake County Public School System

Audiology Services

CLASSROOM MODIFICATIONS

For

Minimizing Auditory Processing Difficulties

This list may be used as a guide when selecting classroom modifications.

1. Seat student close to teacher during instruction, but in a position in which he/she may watch other students to make use of environmental clues.  Recognize that the area of instruction may change throughout the day and seating may need to be adjusted accordingly.  

2. Use tennis balls on chair legs, in rooms where there is no carpeting, to minimize noise level and improve classroom acoustics.

3. Use carpet squares or area rugs on floors, bulletin boards or corkboard on walls to absorb sound and improve classroom acoustics.

4. Close the classroom door during instruction in order to minimize hall noise interference.

5. Seat student away from constant noise sources (open windows & doors, pencil sharpeners, HVAC returns, aquariums, hamster or rabbit cages, etc..)

6. Seat the student away from group or in a quiet area during seatwork.

7. Use a buddy system to assist student in getting information presented orally.

8. During cooperative learning time, consider allowing the student & his group to work in a back corner of the room, the hallway or in the media center.

9. Put assignments & important information in writing.

10. Break instructions down into single steps for clarification.

11. Give student extra time to process verbal information and to utilize environmental and contextual cues.

12. Require that the student use an assignment book/agenda for upcoming assignments.  Have the teacher and parents regularly initial the agenda. 

13. At the secondary level, peer note taking paper may be necessary to allow student to share carbon copy notes from lecture.  The student is still required to make some notes, but would have a peer or teacher copy as a supplement.
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